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Dr. M. Diana Danca is an associate at Leason Ellis and a member of the
Patent Practice Group. Diana’s experience spans a broad range of
technologies, and she prepares and prosecutes patent applications for
cancer and CNS therapeutics, drug delivery and formulations, small
molecules, enantiomers, polymorphs, protein drug products, protein
chemistry and purification, diagnostic and therapeutic methods.

Diana also has experience in patent infringement matters, with an
emphasis on chemical, biotech, and pharmaceutical patent litigation
under the Hatch-Waxman Act and the BPCIA. She has conducted due
diligence investigations related to mergers and acquisitions and
provided opinions on patentability and patent infringement issues.

Before practicing law, Diana worked as a medicinal chemist, designing
and synthesizing novel compounds, and is a co-inventor of NINLARO®), a
novel oral proteasome inhibitor approved in 2015 for the treatment of
multiple myeloma, and CGI-1842, a kinase inhibitor evaluated in Phase
I711 clinical trials. Additionally, she is a co-inventor on several
pharmaceutical patents and co-author of multiple scientific publications
in organic and medicinal chemistry.
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danca@leasonellis.com

One North Lexington Avenue,
Suite 1200
White Plains, New York 10601

Education

New York Law School, J.D.,
Organic Chemistry, 2012
Emory University, NIH Post-
Doctoral Fellow, 1999-2002
Wayne State University,
Organic Chemistry, Ph.D.,
1999

Kalamazoo College, B.A.,
Chemistry, 1993

Bar Admissions

New York

New Jersey

Registered Patent Agent: U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office

Court Admissions

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New
York

U.S. District Court for the
District of New Jersey
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Experience

Hayley Guiliano LLP,
Associate, 2021-2025
Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP,
Associate, 2020

Wilkie Farr & Gallagher LLP,
Associate, 2021-2022
Fitzpatrick, Cella, Harper &
Scinto, Associate, 2012-2016
Memory Pharmaceuticals,
Research Scientist, 2005-
2008

CGI Pharmaceuticals,
Research Scientist, 2004-
2005

Millenium Pharmaceuticals,
2002-2004

Memberships

New York Intellectual
Property Law Association
(NYIPLA)
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