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Education 

• Seton Hall University, J.D., 

School of Law 

• Clemson University, Ph.D., 

Organic Chemistry 

• The University of Georgia, 

M.S., Organic Chemistry 

• Vanderbilt University, B.A., 

Chemistry 

 

Bar Admissions 

• District of Columbia 

• New Jersey 

• Registered Patent Attorney: 

U.S. Patent & Trademark 

Office 

 

Court Admissions 

• U.S. District Court for the 

District of Columbia 

• U.S. District Court for the 

District of New Jersey 

• New Jersey Supreme Court 

• U.S. District of Columbia 

Court of Appeals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Sammy Duncan is an external professional resource providing 

subject matter consultant services to Leason Ellis in relation to his 

general chemistry and organic chemistry expertise. Dr. Duncan is a 

synthetic organic chemist and registered patent attorney, possessing 

significant subject matter knowledge and experience related to the full 

spectrum of the chemical arts including R&D based small molecules, 

specific crystalline forms, consumer products, polymers, chemical 

processes, and formulations.  Dr. Duncan has used his experience to 

assist clients in the pursuit of intellectual property protection for over 20 

years.  Specifically, Dr. Duncan has drafted and prosecuted US, PCT and 

foreign patent applications; drafted and negotiated agreements covering 

intellectual property; assisted in patent litigations; prepared legal 

opinions; conducted and analyzed patent and literature searches; 

managed patent portfolios; performed due diligence in support of 

business development; and provided guidance concerning regulatory 

exclusivity before the FDA. 

 

Dr. Duncan performed research in the laboratory of Prof. John W. 

Huffman in the preparation of pharmacologically active molecules to 

better understand receptor binding in the brain.  Additionally, Dr. 

Duncan performed research in the laboratory of Prof. George F. Majetich 

to develop synthetic methods for Friedel-Crafts cyclialkylations to create 

multi-ring systems and then showcased these Friedel-Crafts reactions in 

the total synthesis of several natural products.  Dr. Duncan has extensive 

experience in structure elucidation (1H NMR, 13C NMR, IR, GC-MS, MS, 

single-crystal X-Ray diffraction, and X-Ray powder diffraction).   
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Experience 

• Beacon Hill Staffing Group, 

Document Review Attorney, 

2020- present 

• Cadence Counsel Group, 

Document Review Attorney, 

2019- 2020 

• Special Counsel, Document 

Review Attorney, 2017- 2018 

• The State University of New 

York at Stony Brook, 

Assistant Director of IP & 

Risk Management, 2018- 

2019 

• The Webb Law Firm, 

Associate, 2016- 2017 

• Pepper Hamilton, LLP, Staff 

Attorney, 2014- 2016 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected Articles  

• J. Huffman, J. Liddle, S. Duncan, Jr., S. Yu, B. Martin and J. Wiley, 

“Synthesis and Pharmacology of the Isomeric Methylheptyl-Δ8-

tetrahydrocannabinols”, Bioorganic & Medicinal Chemistry, 1998, 

6(12), 2382-2396. 

• J. Huffman, J. Lainton, W. Banner, S. Duncan, Jr., R. Jordan, S. Yu, D. 

Dai, B. Martin, J. Wiley and D. Compton, “Side chain methyl analogues 

of Δ8-THC”, Tetrahedron, 1997, 58, 1557-1576. 

• G. Majetich, R. Hicks, Y. Zhang, X. Tian, T. Feltman, J. Fang and S. 

Duncan, Jr., “Use of Conjugated Dienones in Cyclialkylations: The Total 

Syntheses of (±)-Barbatusol, (±)-Pisiferin, (±)-Deoxofaveline, (±)-

Xochitlolone, and (±)-Faveline”, J. Org. Chem., 1996, 61(23), 8169 - 

8185. 

• G. Majetich, Y. Zhang, T. Feltman and S. Duncan, Jr., “The Total 

Synthesis of (±)-Barbatusol”, Tetrahedron Lett., 1993, 34, 445-448. 

 

Selected Speaking Engagements  

• Southeast Regional Meeting of the American Chemical Society, “Side 

chain methyl analogues of Δ8-THC,” 1994 

 

        

 


